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Residents at aretirement home in
Longview read to over adozen pre-
school students earlier this month
as a way to encourage literacy even
before kids can read.

Children enrolled in Lower Co-
lumbia College Head Start, Early
Head Start, and Early Childhood
Education Assistance Program,

or ECEAP, joined residents of |

Longview s Canterbury Park, an
independent living community for
seniors, on Dec. 7 for reading and
snacks.

The experience was a treat for the
3- to 4-year-olds, as well as resi-
dents, said Jeanne Devitt, executive
director of Canterbury Park, in a
pressrelease from the organization.

Our residents have so much to
offer to the Longview community,
and this opportunity brought so
muchjoy tothem and the students,
she said in the release. It isawin-
win.

The Imagination Library of

Washington, a state-run program,
helped conceptualize the event.
The organization works to expand,
throughout the state, Dolly Parton s
Imagination Library, the nonpro t
that mails children up to 5 years old
anew book every month.

A 2022 state law created Dolly
Parton s Imagination Library of
Washington, which is sponsored
by the Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction and the Depart -
ment of Children, Youth, & Fami-
lies, and managed by United Ways

of the Paci ¢ Northwest.
Employees of Canterbury Park,
including Devitt and Community
Liaison Diane Craft, knew about
the Imagination Library through
local Rotary clubs, the press release
states. Craft said she brainstormed
with the state library to gure out
how residents could help the non-
pro t, headed by Brooke Fish-
er-Clark, former director of the
United Way of Cowlitz & Wahkia-
kum Counties.
...Imentioned how theresidents
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in another Koelsch Community
loved reading with children from a
local elementary school, she saidin
therelease. Brookerecommended
Head Start, and it was anatural t.

Canterbury Park is owned by
Koelsch Communities, which has
facilities across Washington and in
seven other states.

Mindy Leasure, director of the
LCC Head Start program, said stu-
dents bene ted from the event be-
cause children retain information
through experiences.

A Canterbury Park
resident reads to a
preschooler on Dec.
7 in Longview.
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Opportunities like this, to in-
teract with their community, build
their skills to establish and main-
tain positive relationships, and to
balance the needs of themselves
and others these are crucial so-
cial and emotional skills, she said.

When we do this in the context of
literacy, the learning environment
issorich...

To submit information for the
community page, email frontdoor@
tdn.com.
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